7.D Poetry Jam
Students fluently read and perform a
chosen poem to classmates and other
audience members.
• A
 t the beginning of the week, assign
to individual or small groups of
students a poem to perform at an
end-of-week Poetry Jam.
• E
 ach week’s Poetry Jam can focus
on a theme (e.g., spring, hope) or
a particular poet (e.g., Langston
Hughes, Bruce Lansky).
• T hroughout the week, give students opportunities to rehearse their
assigned poems. You may want to read the poems to students to model
fluent reading of them.
• O
 n the last day of the week, allow 30 minutes for the jam. Dim the lights
and bring in a bar stool for readers to sit on. Readers should strive to
convey the meaning and mood of the poem.
• A
 fter each reading, be sure audience members applaud the performer(s)
and offer positive comments about their reading.
Materials
Needed
Grades

A poem chosen by the student or teacher
How to Read a Poem sheet (p. 276)
2–8

Length of
Activity

30 minutes

Location

school

Extension
Idea
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• U
 se the How to Read a Poem sheet to help students learn strategies for reading a poem with meaning.
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How to Read a Poem
• L ook at the poem’s title. What might this
poem be about?
• R
 ead the poem aloud without trying to
understand it.
• R
 ead it again for understanding. Start
with what you know. Underline the parts
you do not understand.
• Clarify the meaning of unfamiliar words.
• L ook for patterns. Watch for repeated, interesting, or unfamiliar use of language,
imagery, sound, color, or arrangement. What might the poet be trying to do with
these patterns?
• L ook for changes within the poem—in tone, focus, narrator, structure, voice, or
patterns. What has changed and what does the change mean?
• Who is speaking in the poem? What does the poem tell you about him or her?
• Know what the poem means so you know where to use expression.

Poetry Reading Strategies
Preview the poem by reading the title and paying attention to the poem’s form (shape
on the page, stanzas, number of lines, and ending punctuation).
Read the poem aloud several times to hear rhyme, rhythm, and the overall sound of
the poem. This makes it easier to understand the poem.
Visualize the images by paying close attention to strong verbs and comparisons in
the poem. Do the images remind you of anything? Let the comparisons paint a picture
in your head.
Clarify words and phrases by allowing yourself to find the meaning of words or
phrases that stand out, or are repeated. If you do not understand the meaning, use a
dictionary, use context clues, or ask a teacher or peer.
Evaluate the poem’s theme by asking what message the poet is trying to send.
Does it relate to your life in any way?
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